As the construction progressed,
the temporary single bus lane was
replaced by the two lane permanent
reversible roadway. By May 1973
the nine mile section of the rever-
sible roadwsy from Springfield to
the Pentagon was completed. By
the eyl of 1975, the entire 1] mile
reversible roatdway was conpleted

B, Prigrity Bus Lanes in Downtrem
Washington

The final section of the tempor-
ary busway sstending to the now
Center Span Bridge was opened on

April 5, 1971. At the same time,
the new Center Span Bridge was
opened to bases and a system of
peak pericd priority bus lanes was
implewented in downtown Washington.
The priority lanes (curb lane for
buses and right turnimg vehicles)
were ddentifiad by large vellow
markirgs on the paverent, coupled
with signs on lamp posts through-
ot the entive priority lans
route.,  These lanes meb with mixed
sweeess throughout the project,
any such system requires a high
degree of opoperation from the
local police department in order

Curb lane markings assisted buses in moving through demtown traffic
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Figure 2. Peak Period Priority Lanes in Downtown
Washingten, D.C.,
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Figure 4
TRENDS IN PEOPLE MOVEMENT IN SHIRLEY CORRIDOR
INBOUND A.M. PEAK HOURS
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Shirley Highway bus patronage has grown more rapidly in recent years than other methods of wransportation for commuting.




Table 7

Landmark Center Passenuer Count

Ro, of ‘ Number of Passengers ,

Foute Trive Boarding Alighting N oo Bus Demarting Count Point
YiG,H 27 13 23 177
18G,H 41 23 20 224
260,12 15 47 31 B3
o 29 19 13 133
AL 112 108 Bé 17

hoped for success despite extensive
publicity, coupled with schedule

and route modifications. A mid-day
passenger count was made on

Rugust 22, 1973, at which time all

%0 project buses had already bean

put in service and substantial mar-
keting efforts had been enployved

for the off-peak routes, The count
was taken abt a bus stop in the Land-
wark Shopping Center and while it
does not represent a count of all
mid~day riders on proiect buoses it
does give an indication of patron-
age at the peak load points of routes
17, 18, and 29. The results of this
comnt are summarized in Tble 7 above.

In May of 1973, ridership was
complied on the mid-day service and
although the survey was taken after

Table B

the en? of the deronstration per-
iod of the project it is the only
comprehensive data which rmflecks
vidership on the mid-day routes.
The figqures may be slightly in-
flated due to heavy ridership on
inbourdd trips just after 9:00 aM
and an outbound trips Just prior
vt 4:00 P (Sec Table B)

C. Boverse Commste

Ridership on the two principle
reverse £low routes 19Y and 277
clizbed steadily since inception
of the service in the first
quarter of 1973.

This service was orerated bet-
ween Farragqut Square in downtown
Washington and two government office
bulldings in a newly-developed

Survey of Mid-Day Routes, May 1975

Boute HNo. of Bus Trips
176 & H 34
186G 33
26h & G i5
27 28
291, 3

TATAL 143

y-7

No. of Passengers

Ave, Pass. per Trip

437 12.9
504 15.3
430 30.0
270 9,6
503 15.2
2,164 15.3



industrial park in Alesandria. In
the case of Rowke 19Y six trips in
oth the AM and PM peak wers initi-
abted in March of 1973, Pabronage
clinbed slowly from 43 persons on

the first day of serdoe up to 278
five months later. Similarly,

Fowbe 27Y with its four A and P
rush hour trips atiracted new riders
from the beginning.,  First day
ridership on the route was 20 patrons
vihich a count s renth later showed
130 pumsengers.  Both routes oper-
ated via the Pentagon and Shirlington
shepmzing conter.

The increased people moving capacity of the

in the abowe chobo.
V-3

&3 noted esarlier, this zervice

was actively sought by employees

at both the Boffman and AM.C.
Buildings, thus there was a ready -
built market before the service
ever started. The continkx] riseo
in ridership is also reflective
of the fact Hhat uirmally no
othar bus service was available
to these two sites, Lastly,

bath the project sponsor and the
users participated actively in
promoting the service,

arclusive bus lang is deronstrated
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